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Bacteria of Leptospira genus infect annually about 15/100000 people in Uruguay,
mainly young male rural workers, and also a significant proportion of national
production animals, domestic mammals as dogs, and wild species, from which
they are transmitted to humans.

The general objective of this work was to produce useful kno
contributing to the control of the health and economic damages of lef
The specific objectives were:

 To study the prevalence and characteristics of Leptospira infection
and rodent populations, as part of the microbial reservoir;

d To sustain the diagnosis and to extend the epidemiologic knowle
Leptospirosis in human groups exposed to components of the animal
in urban and rural areas;

d To identify animal and environmental Leptospira isolates, for g

development of protective immunogens from circulating strains.

Bovine and human infections have been extensively studied, but there is still
much to know about other components of the animal reservoir of this zoonosis.
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{Discussion-Conclusions. }
Seroprevalence in equines was high and similar to that previously determined in bovines. Equing

regarding transmission to humans. Frequency of rat infection was low, but considering their population, they cannot be though dis
the leptospirosis reservoir. Icterohaemorrhagic serogroup linked to equine and rodent infection has not been locally isolated from
needed, for comparative identification that may improve the epidemiologic knowledge and guide prevention of leptospirosis.
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